
Injured Workers: Portraits of Life and Loss 
 
Industrial Accident Victims Group of Ontario (IAVGO) is a community legal aid 
clinic that assists injured workers with their workers’ compensation appeals. The 
idea for these photographs came from hearing injured workers and their families 
tell of the many different ways in which their lives were forever changed by a 
workplace accident or disease. The photographer, Judy Kondrat, is a community 
legal worker at IAVGO.  
 
Every artist has a choice about the point of view to take in presenting a creative 
work and early on the photographer decided to show a reality of loss, a reality 
articulated by the injured workers she sees in her day to day work at the legal 
clinic. Each person photographed was asked to identify one thing that they had 
given up or lost. These photographs are a chronicle of the very human costs of 
occupational injury and disease, costs borne by the workers and their families. 
They are a tribute to the tenacity and courage of the people who struggle with 
these loses and are an attempt to show the toll that such a struggle exacts. 
 
The camera has long been used by documentary photographers as a tool to 
provide the general public with a glimpse into an unfamiliar world and by 



providing such a glimpse to bring about social change This collection of 
photographs is meant to be a travelling exhibit so that it can be seen by a wide 
variety of people in many communities. We hope that by showing 26 
photographs of real people, at least one person who sees them will be moved to 
think about injured workers in a different light. If only one person joins the lobby 
to make our workers’ compensation laws better for workers, or refuses to do a 
job that endangers his or her life, then this collection of photographs will have 
done its job. 
 
This project couldn’t have happened without the support of many people. Thank 
you to the injured workers and family members who graciously agreed to have 
their photos taken; staff and board members of IAVGO; Leo Di Nucci, who built 
the display unit and frames; Keith McMillan, Rick Hamilton, Linda Wood, and Rob 
Miniely who helped put us in touch with injured workers and family members in 
their communities; and finally to Legal Aid Ontario; United Steelworkers of 
America, Toronto Area Council; Mayworks Festival of Working People and the 
Arts; CAW Canada; IAM&AW Local 905; and CUPE Local 1287 for financial 
support. 
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