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Gurpreet’s Journey  
 

Considerations Before Applying for Criminal 
Injuries Compensation Benefits 



Webinar Format 
  

This is a self-guided webinar. For the most effective learning experience, please 
follow these tips as you proceed: 
Please read the Case Study “Gurpreet’s Journey”, as well as the Criminal Injuries 

Compensation Board Advocacy Handbook, before listening to this webinar. A 
sample Application form based on Gurpreet’s case is also attached. 
 
We will be discussing how Gurpreet’s case progresses through the CICB system as 

a way to illustrate the process. 
 
Having the Handbook alongside as we discuss the case will considerably enhance 

your learning. 
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Issues to Consider before Applying for Compensation 
 
 
 

i) Know the Compensation for Victims of Crime Act (CVCA) 
 

Covered Crime – Pedro was charged with sexual assault under s. 271 of the 
Criminal Code and this is “an act of violence” for the purposes of the CVCA. 

 

Victim/Third Party Claim for Nervous Shock – Gurpreet is the only victim 
involved in this scenario for the purposes of the CVCA, so there are no third party 
claims. 

 

Time Limit for Filing a Claim – There is generally as 2-year limitation period to file 
a claim, but for victims of sexual or domestic violence, there is no time limit to 
apply. Therefore, Gurpreet can apply at any time. 
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i) Know the Compensation for Victims of Crime Act (CVCA), cont. 
 
Maximum Amount Available: Gurpreet could receive a maximum of $25, 000 

(inclusive of all damages including pain and suffering) or $12,500 lump sum and 
periodic payments of up to $1000/month, to a maximum of $365,000. The 
periodic payments are reviewable each year to determine ongoing need. Periodic 
payment is only granted if there is proof of ongoing financial loss. Given her 
current financial situation, it is likely Gurpreet would request the one-time lump 
sum ($25, 000). 
Interim Payments: If, prior to the hearing, Gurpreet provides enough evidence 

there is a good chance of success for her claim, she can request interim payments 
to cover expenses. Given she is off work, struggling to secure employment, and is 
not returning to school until Fall 2018, it makes sense for her to make a claim for 
interim payments. If granted, she is not required to repay the interim award if 
unsuccessful at her hearing. 
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(ii) Be Aware of Criminal Injuries Compensation Board Policies 
 
Types of Compensation: Gurpreet can request compensation for: 
 Pain and Suffering; 
 Wage replacement from July 21, 2017 at $16/hour (note the Board caps the 

wage replacement at $1000 per month); 
 Tuition for fall 2017 ($2265 plus HST) 

The Alleged Offender May be Notified: Since Pedro was not convicted, the CICB 
may attempt to notify him and determine if he wants to participate in the 
hearing. This will happen if there are outstanding questions as to whether a 
violent crime occurred.  If Gurpreet is asked by the Board as to his whereabouts, 
she is not required to provide any information. Also, if Pedro decides to 
participate, Gurpreet is well-advised to request an electronic hearing whereby he 
will be at a separate location and transmitted in by telephone or video link. 
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(ii) Be Aware of Criminal Injuries Compensation Board Policies, cont. 

Cost of Medical/Therapy/Counselling Reports: Gurpreet’s case will include at 
the least, reports from her family physician, Bluewater Health, the Sexual 
Assault/Domestic Violence Treatment Centre, her Lambton College guidance 
counsellor, her Lambton College employment counsellor, and her Sexual Assault 
Survivors Centre counsellor. In each case, they can request $100 per report as 
reimbursement from the Board.  
Victim’s Actions: Gurpreet’s interactions with Pedro will be looked at by the 

Board. She can expect questions about the Friday night team building events and 
parties at Pedro’s place. They will want to know if she was drinking the night in 
question. They will try to determine if she consented. However, the fact she went 
to Bluewater Health for treatment, agreed to a rape kit being administered, 
reported the matter to the Sarnia Police, and was fully prepared to testify at the 
criminal trial will also be considered by the Board. These actions suggest she was 
victimized. 
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(ii) Be Aware of Criminal Injuries Compensation Board Policies, cont. 

Live v. Documentary Hearings – Given there is no conviction in this case, it is very 
likely the Board will order a live hearing. If travelling is prohibitive for Gurpreet, 
she can ask to participate by telephone/video link or she can request 
compensation for travel to and from Sarnia to London. 

 
 
Processing Time for Claims –  Gurpreet needs to know the Board application and 

hearing process is not a fast one. If she is financially pressed while waiting for her 
hearing, she should consider making a request for interim payments. This would 
appear to be a case where they may be awarded. If granted, she is not required 
to repay the interim award if unsuccessful at her hearing. 
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(iii) Is there Evidence to Support the Claim? 
  
Proof of Crime: Gurpreet’s proof of crime evidence will include: 
 

 Police Report filed July 22, 2017; 
 

 Charge and trial information from the Crown Attorney’s office in Sarnia; 
 

 Written statement/testimony of Gurpreet–see Appendix B of the Handbook 
for outline of what should be in the statement and what she  should be 
prepared to testify to at the hearing; 

 

 Statement/testimony of friend, Carly Brown--she can speak to the 
atmosphere around the Friday night team building and parties at Pedro’s and 
the assistance she provided Gurpreet the night of the events; 
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(iii) Is there Evidence to Support the Claim?, cont. 

Proof of Crime, cont.: Gurpreet’s proof of crime evidence will also include: 
 
 Statement/testimony of any friends or relatives who have information about 

Pedro, the team building events and parties at Pedro’s; 
 Medical reports from Bluewater Health including the Sexual Assault/Domestic 

Violence Treatment Centre; 
 Medical report from family physician, Sammy Kobo; 
 Counselling report from Tara Handy of the Sexual Assault Survivors Centre. 
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(iii) Is there Evidence to Support the Claim?, cont. 

Proof of Injury: Gurpreet’s proof of injury will include: 
 

 All the statements/testimony and reports listed under Proof of Crime, above; 
 Statement/testimony of Larry Synanons, Gurpreet’s boyfriend, as to the effects of 

the sexual assault and his understanding of Pedro’s actions during the Friday 
team building events and parties at his home; 
 Statement/testimony if Selina Gama, Lambton College guidance  counsellor; 
 Statement/testimony of Kevin Grand, Lambton College employment counsellor; 
 Copy of Lambton College transcripts including grades for fall 2017. 
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(iii) Is there Evidence to Support the Claim?, cont. 

Proof of Loss: Gurpreet requires evidence of the following: 
 
 Lost wages: a statement from Gurpreet outlining the number of hours she 

worked for Pedro and the loss of wages since July 22, 2017; 
 Tuition: a letter from Lambton College Registrar’s office outlining the tuition costs 

for fall, 2017; and 
 Pain and Suffering: all the items listed above can be used to support a pain and 

suffering claim 
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Thank You! 
  

This completes the webinar devoted to issues Gurpreet needs to consider before 
applying to the Criminal Injuries Compensation Board. Please join us for the 
webinars covering Gurpreet’s Application to the Board and Hearing/Post Hearing 
issues. 
 

This webinar ©2019, Community Law School (Sarnia-Lambton) Inc.;  Margaret N. Capes; Kathryn M. Bullon. 

Produced with the financial assistance and support of the Law Foundation of Ontario.   Facilitated by Community Legal Education Ontario. 
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