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Rumi Radu is 27 years old, lives in Sarnia, Ontario and has a career as a real estate agent. In 

2013, she received her real estate licence when she was 22 years old, the same year she began 

dating (and eventually living with) Sam Trosman. He is an electrician who works at Shell 

Canada. 

Rumi is a very hard working real estate agent and within her first year, established a solid client 

base and made a decent living given her number of sales. He commissions allowed her to earn 

$70,000 personal income that first year and $90,000 in her second year. 

When they first met, Sam was an attentive and thoughtful partner but shortly after moving into 

his house (in December 2013), the verbal abuse started. It was fairly belittling, often questioning 

Rumi’s judgment and regularly commenting on her “unkept” look. Rumi tried hard to ignore the 

aggressive language, but looking back on it, it began to affect her performance at work.  By 

2015, her personal income had dropped to $30,000/year. 

Around April 25, 2014, Sam shoved Rumi during an argument over which bills to pay and in 

what order. Startled by the shove, Rumi retreated to the basement and kept busy with the 

laundry. About a hour later, Sam stormed down the stairs, the smell of beer on his breath, and 

started yelling at Rumi for not having supper on the table. Enraged, he slapped her across the 

face sending her to the floor. She managed to make it out of the house and over to the 

neighbour’s, Ellen Rosewell. 

Shaken, Rumi decided not to call the Sarnia Police or seek medical treatment. This was in spite 

of a broken front tooth and a lot of blood. She returned home that night and nothing was said as 

Sam was passed out on the couch when she arrived home. They both silently readied for work in 

the morning and went their separate ways. 
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Rumi booked an appointment to have her tooth fixed by Dr. Eric Romicom and the bill came to 

$936.00 plus HST. She paid out of pocket on May 1, 2014 since her real estate firm did not have 

a benefit plan. 

For about a month after the April 25, 2014 incident, there was little arguing and even less real 

conversation between Sam and Rumi. During that month, Rumi discovered she was pregnant. 

Their daughter, Sari was born January 15, 2015.  

Over the next 3 years, periodic physical abuse would occur – always the same - slaps and 

punches to the face. Sam would not allow her to talk on the telephone with her mom and sisters. 

She tried to keep in touch by email. Rumi was not allowed to meet her friends at Tim Horton’s 

for an Ice Capp (her favourite) or complete her Liberal Studies diploma at Lambton College. 

On May 15, 2017, Sam was late coming home for supper, so Rumi sent him a text message 

asking when he would be home. Around 11pm, he flew through the door and grabbed Rumi by 

the shoulders and shook her to the point of great fear. He kept saying he would come home 

whenever he wanted, and she was to never text him like that again. To make the point, Sam took 

her phone, threw it to the ground and stomped on it until it stopped working. He also punched 

her in the face, leaving both eyes blackened. She called in sick the next day, too embarrassed to 

head into the real estate office. Rumi eventually paid for a replacement cellphone at $916.00 plus 

HST. 

Sam expected Rumi to be at home, make supper and watch television each evening. When they 

were intimate (which was not often as Sam says she is disgusting to look at), it was rough and 

usually not with Rumi’s full consent. 

Finally, on September 20, 2017, Sam reached a breaking point and beat Rumi unconscious. Sari 

was present and witnessed the beating, crying uncontrollably. Ellen heard the screams and called 

the Sarnia Police. As the cruiser rounded the corner, Sam fled on foot but was soon arrested and 

charged with assault (s. 266 Criminal Code). Ellen took her to Bluewater Health where she 

received treatment over night for a broken arm, bruising and emotional trauma.  Ellen agreed to 

watch Sari until she heard from Rumi. 

Rumi left the hospital (with Sari) and sought shelter at the Women’s Interval Home. She was set 

up with counselling with shelter staff, medical care through her family doctor, Dr. Pat Sally, and 

an ophthalmologist, Dr. Grant Swayze for her increasing eye problems. She took a 2 month leave 

of absence from the real estate office, so she could establish a new home, get her finances in 

order and re-establish connections with family and friends. 

In order to deal with the anxiety and depression since seeking help at Bluewater Health, Dr. Sally 

placed her on 20 mg of Paxil per day. Since the real estate firm did not have a benefit plan, Rumi 

pays the $50/month plus HST out of pocket for the medication. 

Rumi eventually found an apartment for $750.00 per month (all inclusive) for November 1, 

2017. She paid $500 plus HST for “Two Guys and a Truck” to move their belongings to the new 

apartment. 



After the cast was removed from her broken arm, Rumi started physiotherapy in November, 

2017. She pays out of pocket and is expected to need 3 months of treatment, two times per week. 

Sandy Solder is her physiotherapist who charges $40 per session plus HST. 

Sam successfully defended the charges on the basis he was not read his Charter rights upon 

arrest. Although she was prepared to testify at the April 30, 2018 trial and provide a Victim 

Impact Statement, Rumi did not get the opportunity. The judge threw out the case before her 

evidence was taken. 

During a regular counselling session at the Women’s Interval Home, the discussion turned to her 

increasingly dire financial circumstances. Her counsellor, Pam Pringle, suggested she consider 

an application to the Criminal Injuries Compensation Board. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


