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Pedro Maze is the owner/operator of a marketing firm in Sarnia, Ontario. He provides 

comprehensive consulting services to small and medium sized businesses throughout the 

province. Pedro believes strongly in the “energy” marketing students from Lambton College 

bring to his business so often hires them to work part time during the school year and full time 

during the summer. 

Gurpreet Gati began working for Pedro in January 2017 during her first year at Lambton. At the 

time, she was enrolled in the Business Administration program. Pedro paid her $16/hour. She 

handled receptionist duties, developed print marketing materials for 1-2 clients and regularly 

accompanied Pedro to meetings with potential clients. She enjoyed the “vibe” of the place since 

it was full of current students and recent graduates from Lambton. Quickly, she was invited to 

their Friday night “team building events” which mostly involved bar hopping around Sarnia on 

Pedro’s tab. 

Other than Gurpreet, there were 5 female part time staff, Pedro and his business partner, Carl 

Andrews. Carl was a regular at the Friday night events. Both Carl and Pedro are in their mid 

30’s. 

By summer 2017, Pedro began having the entire staff back to his house after the bars closed on 

Fridays.  Gurpreet describes the atmosphere as “rowdy” and flirtatious. Pedro was not shy about 

dancing close and touching their arms, waists and faces throughout the night. He did not play 

favourites – all the Lambton students were treated the same way. Gurpreet played along with no 

intention of anything further coming of it – she had a boyfriend and regularly rebuffed Pedro’s 

advances. 

Everything changed on July 21, 2017. It was a typical Friday night including the after party at 

Pedro’s house. Gurpreet had several drinks through the evening and at Pedro’s house.  Around 

midnight, Gurpreet went to an upstairs bedroom to fetch something from her purse. She was 
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followed by Pedro who immediately threw her on the bed. I spite of her protests, he sexually 

assaulted her, including forced penetration. Gurpreet feared for her safety, so at a certain point 

she stopped fighting and just let it happen. 

Pedro eventually left the room. Gurpreet gathered her belongings, found her friend, Carly 

Brown, and ordered an Uber home. Carly stayed with her overnight as Gurpreet was very 

distraught and overwhelmed. 

The next morning, Carly persuaded Gurpreet to go to Bluewater Health. She was treated at the 

Sexual Assault/Domestic Violence Treatment Centre and a rape kit was administered. Carly, 

Gurpreet and Gurpreet’s mom then headed to the Sarnia Police station and provided a report.  

Pedro was charged under s. 271 of the Criminal Code. His trial took place on December 20, 

2017. Gurpreet and her fellow Lambton College colleagues testified as to the events of the night. 

While the judge expressed sympathy, they determined it was not clear the elements of sexual 

assault existed beyond a reasonable doubt. In delivering their verdict, the judge mentioned all the 

parties were quite intoxicated that night. Pedro was acquitted of the charge. 

Since the incident, and increasingly since the trial, Gurpreet has had trouble sleeping and 

concentrating on her studies. Her grades have fallen from the B+ to C- range. Her boyfriend, 

Larry Synanons, has found her very distracted, depressed and mostly uninterested in doing 

anything other than watch Netflix and eat popcorn at the end of the day. Gurpreet’s family 

physician, Dr. Sammy Kobo, prescribed Paxil 20mg/day shortly after the incident and suggested 

counselling at the Sexual Assault Survivors Centre. She started counselling in August, 2017 on a 

weekly basis with Tara Handy. The medication costs are covered by her dad’s drug plan through 

work. 

By December 2017, it was clear she could not complete her courses so Selina Gama, her 

guidance counsellor at Lambton, suggested she take a leave for the winter semester. Grupreet 

lost all the tuition paid for fall 2017 ($2265 plus HST) but the College agreed to hold a spot for a 

fall 2018 re-start in the program. 

Gurpreet has tried to secure employment since August 2017 without any luck. She has been 

utilizing the Lambton College Employment Services program. In particular, she has been 

assisted by Kevin Grand, an employment counsellor. 

During her counselling sessions with Tara at the Sexual Assault Survivors Centre, the topic of 

Criminal Injuries Compensation came up and Gurpreet wants to learn more. 

 

 

 

 


